Human immunoglobulin isotype and IgG subclass response to different antigens of Moraxella catarrhalis.
Enzyme immunoassays were tested for the determination of antibodies of different isotypes and IgG subclasses to Moraxella catarrhalis in human sera. An assay based on an outer membrane protein preparation (OMP) as antigen was compared to assays using whole bacterial cells and a purified lipopolysaccharide preparation. There was a good correlation between the results obtained with the OMP preparation and the whole-cell antigen. In paired sera, optimal sensitivity was obtained by using the OMP preparation as coating antigen and testing for a rise in IgG3 antibodies. However, patients with high levels of antibodies in acute serum had no or only an insignificant antibody response during infection.